


LETTER FROM 
THE CUSTOS

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is 
not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, and it keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but 
rejoices in truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, 
always HOPES, always per-
severes.” 1st Cor. 13:4-7

My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ!

As the Christmas Season has come to an end 
we must continue to bring HOPE into this new 
year– 2006.  The star that shined so brightly in 
Bethlehem 2000 years ago, continues to burn 
brightly throughout the year. 

You are like this light that shines so brightly 
for our Christian brothers and sisters by support-
ing them with your prayers, love and fi nancial 
contributions. You are a beacon of light, of hope 
for them. Americans are well known for their 
generosity of hearts, time and money. We in the 
Holy Land know this very well and are grateful to 
God for you. 

With your continued support of The Fran-
ciscan Foundation of the Holy Land, as partners, 
we will encourage, bring hope, and light the way 
for our Christian brothers and sisters in need.
Together we can make a difference for so many 
people, so many families.

Be assured of my prayers for each one of 
you. On behalf of the Franciscan Friars, the Board 
of Trustees and the Palestinian Christians- thank 
you for caring.

I remain a servant of God and yours,

Fr. Pierbattista Pizzaballa, OFM
Custos, Provincial of the Holy Land
Chairman
Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land

Fr. Pierbattista Pizzaballa, OFM

Victoria Gabriel Zreineh
Victoria, one of three children, grew 

up in Jerusalem and attended the Terra 
Santa School for girls there. She received 
her scholarship in 1998 with a plan to 
major in business, but graduated from 
Bethlehem University in July 2002 with a 
B.A. in English instead.

“I am glad that I had high marks in 
school because that helped me get the 
scholarship.  My family was very happy 
too. It still took a lot a hard work in school 
to keep up my studies. Knowing that some-
one was paying my expenses motivated 
me to do my best and get good grades.”

“It was diffi cult going through the 
border checks everyday.  I know so many 
people who started in the university for 
two years and then quit because they couldn’t tolerate the political situation at the bor-
der. I suffered a lot, but I kept my goal in mind and I could not let the people who were 
paying for me be disappointed.”

She began working in the Human Resource Department at the American consulate in 
Jerusalem during the summer and they kept requesting her to come and fi ll in when peo-
ple left until she received a job there permanently.  She still works for the consulate, but 
would like to return to her studies and get an advanced degree in English Literature.

“I am thankful to the Franciscan Foundation and the people who made it possible to 
go to school.  I have a good job.  I am on the fi rst step, but without my studies, I would 
just be existing and that is no way to live.”

Vicky Zoumot
  Vicky graduated from the Hebrew 

University in August 2003.  She currently 
is employed with the German Friedrich 
Neumann Foundation in Jerusalem.  “I 
translate from Hebrew and Arabic to Eng-
lish for the manager who speaks German. 
Also, I arrange seminars for students in 
many universities where we discuss issues 
and distribute information,” says Vicky. 
“My plan for the future is to work with a 
Spanish institution, because that is what I 
studied. Although the situation in the Holy 
Land is not encouraging me to stay, I want 
to keep working and, God willing, use the 
education which I received thanks to the 
support of the Franciscan Foundation.”

Where Are They Now?
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Dallas Area Supports Christian Student
The third bi-annual Scholarship Benefi t Luncheon was held on September 

15, 2005 at Brookhollow Golf Club in Dallas, TX to raise funds for a four 
year scholarship for a Christian student to attend a university in the Holy Land. 
Each attendee donated $500.  Others who could not attend also contributed 
to exceed the goal of $20,000 by $3,000. 

Jodie Thompson generously underwrote the cost of the luncheon and 
Corky Clark of Omlsted-Kirk Paper Co. provided the paper for the invita-
tions.

Rev. Peter F. Vasko, O.F.M., President of the FFHL, was the honored guest 
and luncheon speaker.  He spoke on the current situation in the Holy Land de-
scribing the restricting effects of the “Wall” and the hardship it places on the 

Christians.  He 
also described 
the positive results of the Scholarship Program which has given 85 scholarships 
to Christian Palestinian students, the majority of whom are Catholic.  Of the last 
four classes to graduate, about 50 percent are now employed in the fi elds of 
engineering, architecture, dentistry, pharmacy, education and business.

At the conclusion of his talk, Fr. Peter presented Susan Stanzel, Board 
Member and luncheon chairwoman, a small sterling cross and chain, pictured 
above, “in appreciation for her dedication and commitment to preserve the 
Christian presence in the Holy Land.”

Msgr. Donald Zimmerman, Pastor of Christ the King Church and long time 
supporter of the FFHL, gave the concluding blessing.

(cont’d on Page 1)

The second Franciscan Retirement Home located in Nazareth is subsidized by the Israeli government. For each person, the government will 
pay a monthly stipend.  The money goes to the family and the family who places a person in the home reimburses the home from their government 
check.  

The Israeli government gives social security for women over 60 and men over 65.  They receive nothing before the eligible age.  The family 
will have to pay the full fee if a loved one is in need of service before the correct age.  However, the retirement home which is located close to the 
Church of the Annunciation will take people even without money.  The funding is based on God’s 
providence and support from that parish.  It is basically charity in action.  

  At this time the home is in need of an elevator to have access to the second fl oor where there 
are 5 rooms inaccessible to the residents.  These rooms are lost at present, but the construction 
will make it useful in the future.  

The center is on one fl oor with four existing wings.  It will add a new wing on the fi rst fl oor 
in order to house even more patients who are on the long waiting list.  During construction the 
residents will have to live somewhere else, which will be an additional cost.  These renovations 
will be very costly with each new bed costing $1,200 and the elevator itself costing $100,000. 

The government funding allows this home to employ two doctors each day along with 8 nurs-
es to help with the care of the patients.  Medicine alone costs over $5,000 a month. Most of the 
residents at this home are more sick and in need of more medical care than those at Bethlehem.

The Franciscan Custody reaches people of all ages in their ministry from the aged to the baby, 
from the unemployed to the shop owners.  The men in brown robes are seen throughout the Holy 
Land helping God’s people in need.
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2005 Scholarship Grants Awarded
In early July of 2005, the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land announced the candidates who were chosen to receive a four year

college scholarship for the fall semester of 2005. Fr. Pizzaballa, Chairman of FFHL stressed the importance of securing a college education 
for our marginalized Christian youth. He stated that “with a degree in hand, they will be able to secure employment and become a produc-
tive member, not only of society, but of their Christian community.” Fr. Pizzaballa feels that more and more opportunities will be available 
for our young people in the future.  Of the seven recipients chosen, six will begin their fi rst year of college, and Fadi Giacame, a former 
recipient of an FFHL scholarship grant will begin a Masters of Arts degree in Dentistry!

ABEER SABAT
Abeer was born in 

Jerusalem and lives there 
with her three younger 
brothers and parents. 
She will be attending He-
brew University in Jerusa-
lem in the fi eld of science. 
Her sponsor is Mr. Robert 
Procop of California.

FADI HAMAMEH
Fadi was born in 

Jerusalem and has one 
brother. He will be at-
tending Bier Zeit Univer-
sity in Jerusalem and will 
be majoring in business. 
His sponsor is Dr. Robert 
Pelaez of Florida.

ANNA KARMI
Anna was born in Je-

rusalem and has an older 
brother and sister. She 
will be attending Hebrew 
University and will be ma-
joring in law. Her sponsor 
is Mr. Sam Skaggs of 
California.

GEORGE SAID
George was born in 

Beit Sahour, a suburb of 
Bethlehem and has two 
brothers. He will be at-
tending Bethlehem Uni-
versity in the fi eld of busi-
ness.  His sponsor is Mr. 
and Mrs. Jorge Bosch of 
Florida.

MARAM SAID
Maram was born in 

Jerusalem and has two 
younger brothers. She 
has chosen to get an 
educational degree at 
David Yewlin College in 
Jerusalem. Her sponsor is 
Mr. Sam Skaggs of Cali-
fornia.

JACK ALSIRIANI
Jack was born in Je-

rusalem and later moved 
with his family to Beit 
Jala, a suburb of Bethle-
hem.  He will be attend-
ing Bethlehem University 
and will be majoring in 
business administration. 
His sponsor is the Dipsy 
family of California.

FADI GIACAME
Fadi was born in 

Bethlehem and has a 
younger brother and sis-
ter. He received a full 
scholarship from FFHL 
and attended the Arab 
American University in 
Jenin and graduated in 
2005 with a BDS degree 
in dentistry. He has now 
been selected to continue 
on for a M.A. degree in 
prostodontics at the Jor-
dan University of Science 
and Technology.                 

Fr. Abdel Masih Fayez Fahim, O.F.M., Chairman of the Selection Committee, stands 
with the Class of 2005-2006 chosen to receive scholarship grants. 
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In the Spotlight The Mount of Beatitudes
Towering above the Sea of Galilee and offering the country’s most 

magnifi cent view of that shimmering blue lake, the Mount of Beatitudes 
is a favorite site for today’s Christian pilgrim. In an area overlooking 
the Sea, Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount. “Now when he 
saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: ‘Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children of God” [Matthew 5:1-9].

Some late traditions of Christianity place this mountain in the area 
where Jesus picked his 12 apostles. “One of those days Jesus went out 
to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. When 
morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, 
whom he also designated apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter), his 
brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 
James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son of 
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor” [Luke 6:12-16].

The Mount of Beatitudes is situated serenely near the northwestern 
corner of the Sea of Galilee. It is about the only defi nable mountain 
in close proximity to the “Evangelical Triangle,” that area in which 
Yeshua (Jesus) conducted most of His ministry. 

The Mount overlooks the four-mile long Plain of Gennesaret, an 
area famed for its fertility.  Several times the New Testament records 
that Jesus was in this area including when he healed the multitudes 
and faced Pharisaic condemnation for ritual impurity (Mark 6-7). 
The Plain of Gennesaret is located in Galilee in easy distance from 
Nazareth, Cana, and Mt. Tabor to the southwest, of Tiberias and Lake 
Gennesaret (the Sea of Galilee) to the east, and of Capharnaum to the 
northeast; in the center, therefore, of much of the ministry of Jesus. 

The mountain is topped by a graceful gray-and-white stone sanctu-
ary. The Catholic chapel was built in 1939 by the Franciscan Custody 
with the support of the Italian ruler Mussolini.  The building which was 
constructed by the noted architect, Antonio Barluzzi, is full of numeri-
cal symbolism.  Its octagonal walls commemorate the Eight Beatitudes; 

each graced with the fi rst words of one of the eight verses. The church 
grounds have an abundance of beautiful fl owers and a breathtaking 
view of the Sea of Galilee as well. Lovely grounds provide a pastoral 
atmosphere in which it seems only natural to meditate, pray or sing. 
A mosaic pavement around the altar contains symbolic representations 
of the Seven Virtues: Charity, Justice, Prudence, Hope, Faith, Fortitude 
and Temperance. Inside the church hangs the cloak from Pope Paul 
VI’s visit in 1964.

Today, the Franciscan Sisters, who care for the shrine, house many 
pilgrims at their Hospice Center.  It was renovated for John Paul II’s visit 
in the millennium celebrations and continues to be a place of respite 
for so many.  On a recent visit to the Holy Land, Sr. Assunta, who over-
sees the center, shared her love for the Holy Land with representatives 
of the Foundation.  “My desire is that all Christians would come and 
visit this place of peace.  Although we do have more pilgrims these 
days, we still don’t see the numbers as in the past.  Please come …”
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Spirits Thrive at Catholic Action Center
The Catholic Action Center located in Bethlehem and close to Manger Square 

provides Christian Palestinians a place of respite from the realities of life in the Holy 
Land.  The Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land, through a generous donor, Mr. 
Sam Skaggs, fully restored the theater as well as the audio equipment for the Center 
and generously assisted in developing the playground.  The Center also houses a 
swimming pool, teaching classrooms, a computer lab, dining facilities, offi ces and a 
new physical fi tness room.  Also under construction is a new gymnasium that will seat 
700 spectators for basketball games.  It will be the only one of its kind in the West 
Bank allowing for teams from different towns to compete.

The Center is a place for all ages to gather.  It is a place of friendship, community 
and fellowship as well as learning.  One Palestinian lady organized community din-
ners on the center’s outdoor patio in the summer with music and food. “In Jerusalem, 
an evening like this would cost $100 and only the wealthy could go. Now we all 
get together here. We put lights on the trees, dance and forget our problems a little 
while. The parties have helped build community,” said Fatima, whose husband has 
served on the Board of Directors for the Center.  

These days, her family’s movements are restricted by checkpoints just a few miles 
in either direction from her house.  Her husband, who is a dental technician, has lost 
many of his clients because he can no longer get supplies from the other side of the 
Wall.  Checkpoints prevent him from traveling to Jerusalem to pick up the molds to 
make crowns and to deliver fi nished work. His long-term clients have reluctantly had 
to switch to Israeli labs.  So Fatima is taking every conceivable computer class avail-
able at the center, hoping to be ready if a job comes along.

The summer camp for children has been a necessity for the families remaining in 
Bethlehem.  With schools out, there is nowhere for the children to go and nothing for 
them to do at home.  The camps are prepared by the Franciscans, religious sisters 
and many volunteers.  Last year two volunteers from the United States worked with 
children through the Catholic Action Center. One participated in the children’s sum-
mer camp, teaching them handicrafts and artwork. The other volunteer was a co-ed 
youth basketball coach, swimming instructor, and lifeguard.

The children participate in many physical activities such as dance, swimming, 
sports and organized games.  They also learn handicrafts, art, cultural awareness, 
computer skills, and music.  Adults also fi nd the Catholic Action Center a place to 
play pool, eat, watch movies, take a variety of classes and build community.  There 
is always something happening at the center.

Recently, the Franciscan Custody fi nanced a much needed exercise room for 
adults which will allow people to work off some of the stress which builds up during 
the weeks of unemployment and confl ict.  There is a weightlifting/aerobics room and 
a separate fi tness room with treadmills and other exercise equipment.  
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FFHL and Israeli Humanitarian Organization 
Forms Partnership

The Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land has 
partnered with MADP to provide some 4,000 blankets 
for the marginalized Christians in the Holy Land and 
more specifically in the Old City of Jerusalem, Bethle-
hem, and Beit-Hanina, a northern suburb of Jerusalem. 
Each needy family, depending upon its size received 
three or four blankets for the winter.

MADP is an Israeli humanitarian agency in the 
Holy Land which is committed to helping all people 
living here.  Mr. Ronny Levy and Mr. Avi Shemesh 
(pictured middle left) are the founders of this unique 
organization.  This was the first time that such an en-
deavor was undertaken and, according to Fr. Vasko, 
President of FFHL, “demonstrates a new and refreshing 
initiative to promote good will towards each other in 
a land which is scarred by conflict and mistrust.”  Mr. 
Levy stressed the need of promoting good will among 
the peoples of this land irregardless of religion.  “We 
are all God’s people and we must begin to assist one 
another.”  He went on to say that, “This program to 
help the poor and needy is just the beginning.  We are 
looking forward to coordinating many more humani-
tarian programs with FFHL to help the Christians.” 
Similar programs have already been initiated with 
those of the Jewish and Muslim faith.

Both Fr. Abrahim Faltas, OFM, Pastor of St. 
Saviour’s Church in Jerusalem and St. James Church 
in Beit-Hanina (pictured top left with Fr. Peter) as well 
as Fr. Amjad Sabbara, OFM, Pastor of the Church of 
the Nativity in Bethlehem (pictured bottom left) who 
received the blankets thanked Mr. Levy and Mr. Shem-
esh for their charitable initiative in helping their fellow 
man through their humanitarian assistance to those in 
need and more specifically for the Christians who are 
often forgotten.

Fr. Peter Vasko, who coordinated the event with 
MADP, also thanked them for their kindness and gen-
erosity.  He stated that, “He has been working and 
ministering in the Holy Land for the past twenty-one 
years and was not only pleased to see, but more im-
portantly, be part of a new humanitarian initiative to 
help all the people living in the Holy Land.  This is a 
first in many ways, and we look forward to working 
with them for the good of all.”

7



On December 22, 2005, the FFHL held a great 
Christmas party for over 1,000 marginalized Christian 
children living in Bethlehem.  The event was held in 
the auditorium of Terra Santa School with Principal, Fr. 
Mawran Dides, OFM, directing the event.

Like last year, the money raised for this event came 
through the hard work of Faith Libbe, FFHL’s regional 
representative for the Florida region.  Mrs. Libbe, a 
resident of Orlando and a member of the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order (SFO) has always had a special place in 
her heart for marginalized young children.  For Faith, 
children are a gift from God and “if we can lift the spirit 
of just one young child, even just for a moment … it’s 
worth all the effort”.  Well in many ways, Faith Libbe 
did indeed raise the spirits of children … one thousand 
in fact!

The program included a portrayal of the Nativity 
and ended with a Christmas musical where Santa Claus 
handed out bags and bags of toys and candy provided 
by the Foundation and Faith Libbe.

Fr. Dides thanked the Custody’s Foundation for their 
kindness and generosity and stated that “if it weren’t 
for the Franciscan Foundation, we don’t know to whom 
we would have turned.  FFHL has, once again, brought 
joy into the lives of these small children who otherwise 
live a very dismal and sad existence.”  He concluded 
his remarks by thanking the generosity of the American 
people and especially the Catholic faithful who continue 
to open their hearts to their brothers and sisters in the 
Holy Land.

Franciscan Foundation Hosts Christmas Festival 
for Bethlehem Children
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  Mr. Costas Canavati
Editor’s note: In order to become more familiar 

with the local thinking of Christians living in the 
Holy Land, both laity and clergy as well as reli-
gious, we will be having interviews with resident 
Christians to better inform you of their concerns 
and interests.  Our fi rst interview is with a local 
Christian businessman living in Bethlehem, Mr. 
Costas Canavati.  Mr. Canavati is a well known 
resident of Bethlehem, who owns and operates an 
olive wood handicraft shop called the “Herodium 
Store”, specializing in jewelry and religious ar-
ticles. Mr. and Mrs. Canavati are pictured below.

Could you give our readers a bit of your per-
sonal background?

I was born in Bethlehem, one of thirteen 
children with six brothers and six sisters.  I was 
baptized in the Greek Orthodox Church but have 
great ties and admiration for the Roman Catholic 
Church.  Due to the illness of my father, I took 
over the store when I was 14 years old back in 
1956 and have been here ever since.  All three of 
my children eventually left the Holy Land and are 
now living in San Francisco. My wife, Georgette, 
and I miss them terribly, but when we think of the 
way of life over here, we are happy for them. 
We do get a chance to see them every so often.

I am sure you could write a small book on 
the life here in Bethlehem.  Could you share some 
thoughts on that?

Well, like Americans say, it has been a ‘roller 
coaster ride’.  Before 1986, we certainly had 
some differences with our Israeli counterparts but 
not to the extent that occurred after that year.  It’s 
important to mention that ever since the UN parti-
tion of Palestine in 1947, the War of 1948, and 
then the 1967 Six Day War, feelings of mistrust 
between the two peoples really emerged yet they 
were still able to live in relative peace.  But when 
the fi rst Intifada began in 1986, relationships 
greatly deteriorated between us.  It continued 
downward with the second Intifada in the fall of 
2000.  Now the Separation Wall seems to be the 
‘fi nal nail in the coffi n’.

What effects has the Separation Wall had on 
you and the community in Bethlehem?

I guess I am one of the lucky ones as I present-
ly have a permit to travel to and from Bethlehem, 
but that could be cancelled and taken away at 
any time.  The wall has taken away the basic free-
dom of movement for the people of Bethlehem. 
They can no longer go freely from one place to 

another.  Many of the people had jobs in 
Jerusalem but now have lost them because 
the military will not permit Palestinians to 
pass through the checkpoints. Residents 
of Bethlehem are permanently separated 
from some of their families and are not 
even permitted to attend a funeral of a 
loved one.  That is not right.

Sometimes it feels like a virtual prison, 
but thank God, from time to time buses 
fi lled with pilgrims do come over to Beth-
lehem and have an opportunity to shop 
at our store before returning to Jerusalem. 
That is a blessing to us.

As a Christian living among a large 
Muslim population, have you had any dif-
fi culties practicing your faith?

None at all!  Although I am Greek 
Orthodox by baptism, I do attend Roman 
Catholic Mass at the Church of the Na-
tivity.  There are from time to time some 
isolated incidences where discrimination 
of Christians occurs, but as I said, they are 
isolated.  We have to remember that both 
Christians and Muslims are Palestinian by 
nationality and that both of us suffer when 
Israeli military incursions take place.  I 
remember when an American Franciscan 
priest expressed the fact that the Israeli 
military does not differentiate between a 
Christian Palestinian and a Muslim Pales-
tinian even though it is stated on our ID 
cards.  Because Christians are Arabs we 
are automatically suspect.

Do you think there will ever be peace in 
the Holy Land?

It will depend on the goodwill of both 
peoples to allow peace to blossom.  As 
long as there are fanatics and radicals on 
both sides who are constantly affi xed on 
hatred and mistrust of one another without 
anyone in the middle to intervene, then 
peace will not have a chance.  We still 
have men and women of goodwill on both 
sides and we pray that something positive 
will eventually happen.  Like the Bible says, 
we are knocked down from every side, but 
we get up with God’s help.

Any concluding remarks that you would 
like to express?

I would like to tell the American Chris-
tians not to be afraid to come to the Holy 
Land.  Many Christian pilgrims ask us … 
what can we do for you?  And we say, tell 
your other friends about your pilgrimage 
and ask them to come.  By coming over, 
you are giving us both a moral and spiri-
tual boost.  Please do not leave us alone! 
Who do we have to turn to except you … 
our own brothers and sisters in Christ?

Remember, God is our Protector and 
Defense.  If you are a person of faith, you 
should not be afraid of coming over on 
a pilgrimage to seek the Lord.  God is in 
charge, not man.  He always has us in the 
palm of His hand.  Why be afraid?

Christian Profi les in the Holy Land
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Jerusalem Fence: First in a Series
Wall negatively impacts Jerusalem residents and status

The separation wall, which cuts off tens 
of thousands of Palestinians and their neigh-
borhoods from Jerusalem, is not only hav-
ing a negative impact on the lives of East 
Jerusalem residents, but is also harming the 
city’s Jewish inhabitants and its position as 
the nation’s capital, according to a recent 
study conducted by the Jerusalem Institute for 
Israel Studies.

According to the report, “To a large ex-
tent, Jerusalem has changed from a central 
city providing services to more than a million 
people in the surrounding area to a periph-
eral town ...  It is a limited metropolitan area 
that serves only 20 percent of the residents it 
formerly did, most of them Jews.”

The team that prepared the study includes 
Dr. Yisrael Kimche, former head of Jerusalem 
municipal policy planning division, urban 
planner Dr. Maya Hoshen and Amnon Ra-
mon, a specialist on the city’s Christians and 
churches. The study warns that changes in 
real estate use brought about by the wall will 
have an impact on “the future of Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel.”  According to the 
report, while the wall may be contributing 
to security, overall “it has a negative effect 
on life in the city and its surrounding area” 

and in the long run it may 
increase hostility and ter-
rorism.

Even if the wall pre-
vents the infi ltration of sui-
cide bombers, frustration 
and anger on the part 
of Jerusalem’s Palestinian 
population that is harmed 
by the wall “may increase 
hostility and undermine 
the fragile relationship 
between the Jewish and 
Arab communities in the 
city.”  The report preparers 
say, “Beyond the short-term, the wall is likely 
to increase the participation of East Jerusa-
lem residents in terror activity.”

In addition to cutting territory off from the 
city, the wall annexes land adjacent to Jew-
ish neighborhoods that were not previously 
part of Jerusalem. The annexed territories 
are earmarked for the expansion of the 
Jewish neighborhoods, and in some cases 
even to join them to nearby settlements. In 
the north, the wall adds hundreds of dunams 
(1 dunam=¼ acre) to Jerusalem east of 
Neveh Yaakov, toward the Adam settlement.

On the other hand, the wall has severed 
large Palestinian neighborhoods from the 
city.  These include Kfar Akab and Samimis 
in the north, Shuafat and Ras Hamis in the 
east and part of Volja in the south.  Accord-
ing to the researchers and the defense estab-
lishment, approximately 90,000 Arabs from 
East Jerusalem holding Israeli identity cards, 
mostly permanent residents, lived outside 
the city’s municipal boundaries before the 
wall was built. This would indicate that the 
estimates of the number of East Jerusalem Ar-
abs given over the years were exaggerated. 
Now, tens of thousands of East Jerusalem 
residents who have Israeli identity cards are 
moving back into the city, to avoid losing 
several benefi ts that their residency status 
provides.  Consequently, housing prices in 
East Jerusalem have leaped, and in some 
cases Arabs are buying apartments in the 
northern neighborhoods of Pisgat Zeev and 
Neveh Yaakov, which are near the Arab 
quarters of Beit Hanina and Shuafat. 

Apartments in these Jewish neighbor-
hoods are cheaper than in Arab neighbor-
hoods, where prices have soared following 
the large infl ow into the city of Palestin-
ians holding Israeli identity cards.  “Should 
this trend increase, it could damage Israeli 
Jerusalem’s future as the capital of the Jewish 
State,” the study concludes. It lists the harsh 
consequences that are likely to result from the 
large-scale movement into Jerusalem.

(cont’d on Page 11)
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The study predicts a signifi cant rise in 
population density and illegal construction in 
East Jerusalem. It is possible that tent cities or 
temporary housing will be erected to bring 
pressure to bear on the authorities, the report 
says.  The study predicts that the already 
existing housing shortage will become worse, 
leading to a rise in crime in the east of the 
city. That could also damage economically 
better off Jewish residents, especially those liv-
ing near the Arab neighborhoods. Real estate 

prices could crash in these areas and relations 
between the communities could be harmed.

The study also predicts an increase in 
drug abuse, which would be exacerbated by 
the increase in the number of poor families 
suffering from an acute housing shortage. A 
rise in poverty, crime and drug abuse would 
make it even harder for the municipality, Na-
tional Insurance Institute and various welfare 
offi ces.  In the long-run, rapid growth of the 
Palestinian population in the city will create 

pressure on limited land reserves. A consid-
erable part of the Palestinian-owned land is 
located in the Old City basin and other areas 
that are sensitive, both visually and histori-
cally, according to the report.  “Already, the 
city cannot handle the illegal construction, 
and when the pressure increases, there will 
be no practical or moral way to avoid such 
construction,” the report concludes.

Reprint with permission
By Nadav Shragai
Haaretz - 10 October 2005

(cont’d on Page 10)

Pope eager to see Fundamental Agreement
between Holy See and Israel fulfi lled

Tel Aviv – There is much 
satisfaction in the Church in 
Israel over the explicit ref-
erence Pope Benedict XVI 
made to the treaties and ne-
gotiations between the Holy 
See and the State of Israel in 
his address to Israel’s Chief 
Rabbis when he received 
them at Castelgandolfo on 
the 15th of this month.

According to the text of 
the Holy Father’s brief speech 
the Pontiff said he was very 
“eager” to see the “fulfi ll-
ment” of the 1993 Funda-
mental Agreement between 
the Holy See and the State 
of Israel.

An AsiaNews source 
close to both sides told that 
the Pope’s explicit reference to the Fundamental Agreement, and to 
the further negotiations now underway, is highly signifi cant indeed. 
Its signifi cance is highlighted by both its context and its timing. The 
context was the meeting with Israel’s Chief Rabbis intended to mark 
the 40th anniversary of Vatican II’s Nostra Aetate, and to celebrate the 
friendship and dialogue between Catholics and Jews.

The Papal reference to the Fundamental Agreement and the need 
to see it “fulfi lled”—in this precise context—conveyed very clearly the 
message that the Agreement and its faithful “fulfi llment” are truly es-
sential to the relationship between the Church and the Jewish people.

This means, among other things, that it is essential that Israel be 
faithful to its treaty obligations vis-à-vis the Holy See and the Catholic 

Church, including the obliga-
tion to negotiate in good 
faith in order to reach the 
much delayed agreement on 
the fi scal status of the Church 
and Church property.

The timing of the Pope’s 
speech comes just one week 
before the delegations of the 
Holy See and the State of 
Israel are due to meet again 
on 22 September.

Experts contacted by 
AsiaNews are optimistic; 
they hope for a rapid re-
sumption of purposeful, seri-
ous, and substantive talks 
that will leave behind the 
recent polemics, and that will 
result, before too long, in the 
necessary agreement.

The purpose of these negotiations, these experts said, is:

1. to enumerate and guarantee the tax rights and exemptions 
the Church already enjoyed at the time of the creation of the State of 
Israel;

2. to guarantee that the Church can always have recourse to 
Israeli courts to protect its property, and

3. to obtain the restitution of certain ecclesiastical properties that 
were lost through the years, such as the church in Caesarea that was 
confi scated in the 1950’s and later destroyed.

By Arieh Cohen
AsiaNews - 19 September 2005
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Pilgrimages to Benefi t the Work of the Franciscan Foundation
Join us on a pilgrimage of faith:

• June 5 - 15, 2006 – Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Fr. Michael Ohanete, 
guided by Fr. Peter Vasko

• August 14 - 28, 2006 – Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Egypt with Fr. Roger 
Couture, OMI

• October 2 - 13, 2006 – Pilgrimage to the Marian Shrines (Fatima, Spain, 
Lourdes, and Paris)

• October 9 - 22, 2006 – Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Rome with the 
Knights and Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre 

These pilgrimages exploring 
the Holy Land and Europe will pro-
vide an opportunity to open a new 
chapter in your own faith journey 
and your own response to God’s 
generous grace. Now is the 
time to reach out in support 
of our Palestinian Christians. 
Your presence can make a 
difference.

For information or to receive a 
brochure call toll free (866) 905-
3787 or visit our website at www.
ffhl.org/pilgrimages.asp.
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