The Franciscan Seal

The seal represents
The Franciscan Charism
which has always been
identified with Christ
crucified. Its guidance
comes from the Holy
Spirit represented by
the dove of peace.

The specific cross,
commonly called the
Crusaders Cross, was
adopted by the early
Franciscans who worked
in the Holy land and
established through
grace and guidance, an
ever-present service and
guardianship to these
hallowed grounds and
all its people.
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We beseech you to help save the Holy Land.

Christian Leaders Fear
Lasting Effects Of Conflict

As tensions con-
tinue to mount in the T
Holy Land, Christian
leaders there are united
in their belief that the
true road to peace must
begin now. So far, the
peace forces have not
been able to bring
about the fruits of
peace, only the possi-
bility on the distant ho-
rizon. In a recent inter-
view  with  Bishop
Munib Younan, Head
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jerusalem, he
stressed how deeply the hatred is on both sides. “This
hatred is spiraling out of control, causing religious
and political extremists.
It is important that all
churches  understand
the severity of this situa-
tion. Every home in
Palestine and in Israel is
effected at this time ei-
ther by injury or death
in the family, destruc-
tion to their homes, par-
ents out of work (70%
unemployment) and children living in fear.”

Equally concerned with the current situation, the
Franciscan Custos, Fr. Giovanni Battistelli, OFM,
agreed that now is the time for true actions toward
peace in the land where Christ walked. The Custos
encourages all people to continue to love and pray
for the Holy Land during this dark hour.

Both Christian leaders agree that the solution is
deep-seeded, involving many various issues that must

Fr. Giovanni
Battistelli, OFM, Custos
and Chairman of The
Holy Land Foundation

“The Franciscan
presence is so
important because it
shows moral support
of the people, but we
must do more.”

be addressed in order for the peace process to
actually work in this land of much hostility and anger.

Bishop Younan believes that this process must
address three basic issues in order for peace to come
about. First and foremost, the issue of Jerusalem must
be settled. “The conflict
is a religious issue, not
political. Jerusalem must
become a shared city for
two nations. Secondly,
we must address the root
of the problem - the oc-
cupation of land. There
must be an issue of re-
turn for the Palestinian
people. They must be
free to return to their
homes and property if

“We have to educate
both sides to
overcome the
stigmatization,

demoralization and
dehumanization and
teach them to see

God in each other.”

they choose or be compensated for their loss. Finally,
a solution for two nations living side by side to
mutually recognize each other and be generous
toward each others basic human rights. Simply put,

(continued on page 2)

Bishop Munib Younan, Head of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Jerusalem.

Our Mission
The Holy Land Foundation is a worldwide organization founded in 1994 under the auspices of the
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. The foundation was created to safeguard the basic human

rights and continued presence of the Christian Palestinian minority living in the Holy Land by
providing academic scholarships, subsidized housing, employment opportunities, while preserving,
protecting, and restoring the Holy Sites of Christianity. For these Christians trapped in a hostile
environment of ethnic distrust, The Holy Land Foundation has become their primary organized voice.




LZTTER FROM
THE CUSTOS

December 2001

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Pax et bonum! Aswe
prepare for the coming of
QOur Lord Jesus Christ, let
us go back in time to the
location of this great
miracle in Bethlehem.

0Oh, how the world has changed over the last
2001 years. Yet the hope of the Christ Child
still fills our hearts. The star is still shining in
Bethlehem and has only been dimmed by the
violence here but not extinguished. The Light
of the World still burns bright within our hearts

and fills us with hope.

| thank God for you, my Brothers and Sisters in
the United States for your continued financial
support. You have been a people of courage
and hope. You too have faced unthinkable
violence, yet the light of Christ within you still
shines bright.

Let us together during this Christmas Octave
pray for one another. May there be a rebirth
of the little Child Jesus within our hearts — and
unite in the song “Oh little town of Bethlehem.”

Thank you once again.

In the Spirit of St. Francis, | remain a servant of

God and yours,

Fr. Giovanni Battistelli, OFM
Chairman

The Holy Land Foundation

Fr. Giovanni Battistelli, OFM

What is the Christian Response to 911

It is impossible to review this past year without focusing on
the events of September 11". It was and still is a time of the
- Innocent lives being stolen from us and the
ensuing weeks and months of national grief, mutual support,
and great compassion. America will never be the same. Yet
in the spirit of our founding fathers belief in God, their
courage and fortitude, we too will once again rise above all
obstacles with a renewed heart of maintaining and protecting
the great freedoms in which this country was founded.

President Bush so aptly stated, “Our enemies can destroy
our buildings but cannot destroy the spirit of America and the
foundation on which our country was founded.”

Pope John Paul Il issued a powerful call for Christians and

“unthinkable.”

Muslims to work together to head off further bloodshed by not Pope John Paul Il in the

allowing what has happened to deepen religious division.

Holy Land

“Religion must never be used as a reason for conflict,” he
said. “l wish to make an earnest call to everyone, Christians and the followers of other religions,
that we work together to build a world without violence, a world that loves life and grows in justice

and solidarity,” the Pope said.

In Pope John Paul II’s first public comment on the terrorist attack, he stated support to “bring

those responsible to justice.”
for hatred, discrimination or violence.”

The Pope urged believers to pray for a world where there is “no room
He further invited both Christians and Muslims to “raise an

intense prayer to the One, Almighty God whose children we all are, that the supreme good of
peace may reign in the world. With all my heart, | beg God to keep the world in peace.”

The Holy Land Foundation, its national
board, its regional representatives, and
advisory committee and staff, offer their
condolences and prayers to the families
of all those who gave their lives, directly
and indirectly, during this tragic period.
We further support the endeavors that our
government and President Bush have
undertaken to bring those responsible to
justice and to, once again, bring security

and peace back to our homeland. May
almighty God be our Protector and Shield
and may He guide us in His steps.

Slncerely ours in, Christ,

Fr. Peter F. Vasko, OFM
President

(continued from page 1)

both sides must agree to accept each other’s
human, civil, religious and political rights.”

Christian leaders want to see the role of
the American administration as an “honest
broker” in helping to establish a mutually
peaceful arrangement whereby, both sides
can equally share in Jerusalem as the eternal
unified capital in sovereignty.

Knowing that the solution is @ monumen-
tal task, both Christian leaders agree that the
process must begin now. Fr. Battistelli com-
mends the Franciscan friars for their efforts in
living among the people, counseling, building
housing editions, and helping them to remain
in their homeland. “The Franciscan presence
is so important because it shows moral sup-

port of the people, but we must do more. The
Christian people in the Holy Land are the
‘living stones’ of our faith. We must preserve
the land where Jesus walked by appealing to
all nations for help to ensure these holy places
for all generations. If these holy places are
not maintained by a Christian presence,
Christian pilgrimages will have no meaning.”
In closing, Bishop Younan summed up the
role of the Church with these remarks, “As
Christians, we can not sit back and watch.
We have to address the hatred. We have to
educate both sides to overcome the stigmati-
zation, demoralization and dehumanization
and teach them to see God in each other.”



2001 Scholarship Grants Awarded

This past August, nine young students were awarded scholarship grants. In the ceremony, Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM, President
and Fr. Abdel-Masih Fayez-Fahim, OFM, Chairman of the Selection Committee congratulated each of them.

JACK AMER - was born in
Jerusalem and has two sisters
and one brother. Jack will be
attending Bethlehem University
and majoring in Accounting.
His sponsor is the Catherine
C. Vasko Memorial
Scholarship.

MAYDA AMER - was born
in Jerusalem and has two
brothers. Mayda will be
attending Hebrew University
in Jerusalem and majoring in
Business. Her sponsor is Mr.
and Mrs. K. Kellogg, Il of
Santa Rancho Fe, California.

RANIA HABASH - was
born in Jerusalem and has one
sister and two brothers. She
plans to attend Bethlehem
University and major in
Business. Her sponsor is Mr.
and Mrs. J. Fitzgerald of
Naples, Florida.

YOUSEF ABU HLEISE — was
born in Jerusalem and has one
brother and three sisters. He
will be attending Hebrew
University in Jerusalem and
major in Engineering. His
sponsor is Mr. and Mrs. R.
Fink of Naples, Florida.

JABRA MURAD - was born
in Jerusalem and has two
brothers and one sister and
plans to attend Hebrew
University, majoring in
Accounting. His sponsor is
Mr. and Mr. K. Kellogg, Il of
Santa Rancho Fe, California.

NIHAL MUNAYER - was
born in Jerusalem and has one
brother and two sisters. She
plans to attend Hebrew
University and major in
International Relations. Her
sponsor is St. Edwards Church
in Pembroke Pines, Florida.

Fr. Vasko stated that, “In spite of these troubled times of conflict in the Holy Land the
foundation, through the generosity of the many Christians in the U.S., is holding the ‘doors

Fr. Peter, President and Fr. Abdel-
Masih, Selection Chairman with the 2001
Scholarship recipients

of opportunity’ open for the Christian
community in the Holy Land and especially in
the field of higher education.” He went on to
encourage the new recipients to apply
themselves to their studies so that when their
four years end they will have the necessary
tools to begin their professional career.

Fr. Abdel-Masih also added that the
“Christian ~ communities in  Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, and Bethany are seeing first hand
the on-going generosity of the American
people in providing hope for their children
through these grants.” He encouraged each
student to keep in contact with each of their
respective sponsors who provided these
grants for their college education.

AMAL HANOUN - was
born in Jerusalem and is an
only child. She plans to
attend Hebrew University in
Jerusalem and major in
Psychology. Her sponsor is
Mrs. Eleanore Rickover of
Arlington, Virginia.

LARA NABER - was born in
Jerusalem and has three
sisters. She plans to attend
Bethlehem University and
major in Accounting. Her
sponsor is Mr. and Mrs. P.
Heyl of Austin, Texas.

SILVA NABER - was born in
Jerusalem and has two sisters.
She plans to attend Bethlehem
University and major in Liberal
Arts. Her sponsor is Mr. and
Mrs. F. McNair of Austin,
Texas.







Housing for Christians

Fr. Custos leads the prayer during the dedication of the Beit-Hanina
housing project.

Residents celebrate together at the dedication ceremony of the new
housing project

Within the last two years, in addition to completing a small
housing project for the Custody in Bethlehem, Jack Ardon’s
company built a housing unit in Beit-Hanina with funds raised with
the help of The Holy Land Foundation. This project consisted of ten,
two-bedroom apartments. Completion of the project in July of this
year was celebrated by a special gathering of the new tenant
families and the Franciscans who blessed the new building.

Francis and Maha Tams live in this new addition with their
daughter Jasmine. Out of approximately two hundred and fifty
applications for the ten available apartments, Francis and Maha
feel extremely fortunate to have been chosen to live in this new

BEess - i .

Francis and Maha Tams with Fr. Peter




edition. “There is not enough decent housing available for a
Christian family in Jerusalem. The Custody is helping but they can
only do so much. It is very difficult to build anything today in
Jerusalem due to poor economy, land conflicts, and government
hassles to get building permits. We have been very blessed to be
selected to live here.” Francis, a freelance accountant, spent seven
years in jail over political issues and knows first-hand what it is like
to struggle day to day with a young Christian family in Jerusalem.
When asked about the new apartment, Francis replied, “This home
has allowed me to stand by my principles of never leaving this
country. This is my homeland; it is where | want to raise my
daughter. We believe in peace and we will always pray for
peace.”

As the work of The Holy Land Foundation continues, the
Franciscan Custody has recently been given permits to build in
Bethpage. Once again, Jack Ardon has been selected to oversee
this future project. “It has taken seven years to get the permits to
build the ‘St. Francis Village’ in Bethpage. Some seventy housing
units are planned for this area. | look forward to working with the
Franciscans again. We are a Christian company that is helping to
build a brighter future for Christian families here in the Holy Land.
There is such a great need for Christians to have decent housing
and the Franciscans offer very nice affordable homes to them at a
time when they need it most.”

Please help us continue the St. Francis Village housing project in
Bethpage with your continued contributions.

Several views of the St. Francis Village housing project in Bethpage




The Blood

The armed conflict with the Palestinian Authority, soon entering its second
year, presents the government of Israel with three major challenges: to protect
the lives of its citizens and bring an end to violence; to work toward a peaceful
resolution of this tragic conflict and to maintain the standards of morality and
decency that lie at the root of the values taught by our tradition.

Recent events emphasize that we must not neglect this third goal simply
because it seems less urgent than the other two. On August 29 a Palestinian car
was attacked and Khadar Jeddua Kanaan was murdered. A Jewish group
calling itself “Elazar” took “credit” for this terrible crime. This was the fifth such
attack on Palestinians by Jews since April, the worst of which was the murder of
three members of the Tmeizi family.

All of these cold-blooded murders by self-appointed Jewish vigilante groups
must be condemned by every leader, by every rabbi, by every Jew in the
strongest possible terms, with no “ifs” “ands” or “buts.” More than that, every
citizen must demand that the government of Israel, the police, the secret service
and the army take every possible step to bring the murderers to justice and that
the courts then punish them to the full extent of the law.

We must not see these acts of Jewish terrorism as isolated incidents, but as
part of all too many actions that have been taken against Arabs and Arab
property by Jews who have decided that the IDF is not doing enough, the
government is too weak, and therefore they must act. It is unfortunate that
soldiers, too, have been guilty of acts that cannot be justified by army code or
Jewish morality. There have been a number of reports the IDF is concerned
about “abusive behavior of soldiers toward Palestinian civilians, mostly at
roadblocks.” The attitude that justifies this leads eventually to violence and
murder.

It is important for us as Jews that, just as we condemn Arab terrorism, so we
must condemn Jewish terrorism. The one does not justify the other. It is axiomatic
to all of us that Jewish blood is not “hefker.” We must also affirm that Arab
blood - human blood - is not hefker. The hiblical proclamation, “Hark, your
brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground” (Gen 4:10), applies to all
blood as does the injunction, “Whosoever sheds the blood of a human being,

Cries Out

by a human being shall his blood be shed, for in the image of God was the
human being created” (Gen. 9:6).

This was confirmed by later Jewish teaching. Rabbi Akiva, for example,
taught that “Beloved is the human being for he was created in the
image...”(Pirkei Avot 3:18). Killing a human being, said the Sages, is equal to
diminishing the image of God, for we are created in God’s image (Mekhilta
Bahodesh 8). No Jew can possibly condone Arab terror against Jews - but this
does not free us from the duty to consider our own actions. We are not
responsible for what Arabs do; we are responsible for ourselves.

As Jews, we have suffered for millennia at the hands of those who would
read us out of the human race. We must not succumb to that same temptation
and look upon others as less than human. Jeddua Kanaan and the Tmeizi family
members, were not shot because they were members of any terrorist group or
because they were on the way to kill Jews, but simply because they were Arabs.
There is no difference between this and the killing of Jews on the roads or by
suicide bombers because they were Jews. As we condemn the one, so we must
condemn the others. As we demand - rightly - that the PA find Palestinian
terrorists and punish them, so we must demand of ourselves that we find and
punish Jewish terrorists.

In these difficult, terrible times, when we are suffering at the hands of
enemies who hate Jews and teach hatred of Jews to litlle children, promising
them heavenly rewards for offering themselves up as suicide bombers, it is
difficult to think of anything but the safety of our own people. It is just at such
times that our moral fiber is tested. It is therefore incumbent upon us - no matter
what our political opinions - to differentiate between self-defense and murder
and to live up to the highest moral standards of Judaism.

By Reuven Hammer
The writer is vice-president of the International Rabbinical Assembly
and head of the Rabbinical Courtof the Masorti Movement.

Reprinted with permission
The Jerusalem Post - September 3, 2001

First Recipient of the
“Walter Fitch, 11l Memorial Award”

On November 15, 2001, Ms. Denise Scalzo, Vice-President of The Holy
Land Foundation, presented the foundation’s annual “Walter Fitch Il
Memorial Award” to its first recipient, Mr. Walter Fitch, named after him.
This award in the future will be given to those individuals who have provided
substantial financial support towards the higher education of Christian
students in the Holy Land. Mr. Fitch, one of the original national Board of
Trustee members, was a pioneer in that field of philanthropy.

Ms. Scalzo in presenting this recognition thanked Walter on behalf of
many students to whom he gave scholarship grants and who are now living
normal and professional lives amid the many conflicts in the Holy Land. She
further praised him as a dedicated and committed individual who has served
and continues to serve his God, his Church, and his community.

Walter Fitch, 11l with Denise Scalzo, V.P. of the Holy Land
Foundation and his personal assistant, Kim Beaulieu




Christian Families Cry Out For Help

Liana Alshatleh points to the damage to the third floor of the family home

In a recent factfinding visit to the Holy Land, the public
relations department of The Holy Land Foundation had the
opportunity to speak with Christian families whose lives have been
devastated and who are living in constant fear of what may
happen next. We feel we would be remiss if we did not share the
intensity of this situation with you from a first-hand experience.

Liana Alshatleh and her brother Walid live in constant fear
ever since their three-story home was severely damaged in an
attack on August 4, 2001. As is the local custom, when the family
grows each generation adds a new level to the family home.
Standing in what was left of the top level, Liana spoke about her
home, “ Around 9:00 in the evening, our home was being
attacked. We quickly went to the bottom floor of the building.
When we returned later to the top floor, we found our home totally
destroyed, walls are gone, metal and bullet holes are everywhere.
We now live with fear every day never knowing when another
attack may come.”

Mr. & Mrs. Il Awali and their children shortly after their home was destroyed.
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Walid Alshatleh and his children with shrapnel collected in their home
(above). Further destruction to their home pictured below.

Also enduring much suffering from the August attacks in Beit
Jala, is the Il Awali family. As they prepared for the evening
meal, their home was repeatedly shot at causing extreme
damage. “We dropped to the floor and gathered the children
downstairs as fast as we could. This was the first time in my life
that | thought | was going to die,” spoke Mr. Il Awali. It wasn’t
until a short while later that they discovered that not only had
their home been shelled but also had caught on fire and was
completely destroyed. In an interview with Mrs. Il Awali after the
attack she spoke of desperation, “It took us five years to build
that home which is now completely gone. My husband is in
construction and has not worked for ten months prior to this
attack. We have three children who are now living scattered
around the city because we have to split up with different family
and friends in order to have a roof over our heads. The




Yacub Qaissyeh looks upon his home in great
sorrow

psychological impact on my children is too great. They won’t go outside to play
anymore because they are afraid.” When asked if the local church could help them
in any way she replied, “The local priest came to visit yesterday, even his house has
been shelled.”

In yet another recent attack in the Bethlehem area, the home of Yacub Qaissyeh
experienced severe damage. Yacub lived near the edge of a large valley. He
explains how tanks from across the valley began firing on his home and that a
helicopter came up from inside the valley to destroy the entire side of his family’s
home which he lived in with twenty-five family members. Fortunately, all his family
escaped injury. Walking through the rubble of what is now left of the family home,
he spoke of his current situation, “After the final attack, we could no longer live in our
home so | took my family to another apartment building. | have the responsibility of
twenty-five family members. My brothers and | worked construction but there has
been no work for so long. | have not been able to pay rent on our apartments. | do
not know what we will do for money and food.” We asked Yacub why he remains in
the Holy Land. Why doesn’t he move his family away? “This is my homeland. | pray
for peace. | have to rebuild my house when | can. | have so many people counting

on me. This is the land of my family, the land of my ancestors and

Yacub’s destroyed home (above, middle), devastated third floor
(above), and kitchen struck by a rocket fired from an Apache
helicopter (right)

the land of my faith. | will leave my home only when it is time for
me to be buried in the cemetery.”

It is one thing to hear stories, it is yet another thing to
experience.  Most individuals are moved to help out of
compassion for others or a passion for a particular cause that they
deem worthy. It is through this personal experience that we ask for
your support for the Christians in the Holy Land through your
prayers, actions and contributions. Help us to impassion others to
the plight of our fellow Christians in the Holy Land. They truly need
our help.

“It is with deep sadness that | receive painful and worrisome
news from Bethlehem, as well as from the cities of Beit Jala
and Beit Sahour. War and death have even arrived at the
square of the Basilica of the Nativity of Our Lord. In the
name of God | repeat once again: violence is for everyone
a path of death and destruction which dishonors the
holiness of God and the dignity of man. | express to the
families who are victims of violence my closeness in their
pain, in prayer and in hope. They have the gift of living in
the Holy Land, which is holy for Jews, Christians and
Muslims. It must be everyone’s commitment to make this
finally a land of peace and fraternity.”

Pope John Paul Il
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Statement Of The Leaders Of The Christian Churches In
Jerusalem On The Projected Mosque In Nazareth

We, the leaders of the Christian Churches in the Holy Land, are
alarmed by recent developments on the ground, and are once more
now urgently demanding that the Government of Israel revoke without
further delay its decision to build a mosque on State land right in front
of the Shrine of the Annunciation in Nazareth. This Government project
contradicts the original plan made by the Arab Mayor of Nazareth,
Tawfiq Zayad to beautify the city in preparation for the year 2000.
That plan designated the same State-owned land for a public square, a
pleasant place of meeting for the city’s: Christian and Muslim
inhabitants, and for the gathering of the pilgrims facilitating their access
to the Shrine. It is this plan that we are demanding the Government to
respect and to implement.

We are surprised and distressed to see that promises and
assurances given us by Government representatives have not been
honored, and that the requests, appeals and protests of the Christian
Churches in the Holy Land and throughout the world have been
treated with virtual contempt.

The mosque the Government approves to be built is not welcome to
the Muslim religious and national authorities themselves either in the
Holy Land or elsewhere in the world. The Government approves and
encourages the building of an unneeded mosque right in front of one of
the holiest Shrines of Christendom - to which access is already all too
difficult and uncertain - is an ill-advised plan of certain Israeli political
circles, who are making use of a marginal group of Muslims in order to
sow division between Christians and Muslims in Israel, and among
Muslims themselves. We specifically recall that leading authorities in
the Muslim world have warned against this, even as they have
expressed their criticism of this project, and of its divisive intent and
effect, and their solidarity with us. We know for certain that a great
majority of our Jewish friends, in Israel and elsewhere, are also firmly
opposed to this incomprehensible Government decision.

It is evident that we wholeheartedly support every just expectation
of Muslims in Israel to see their right to religious freedom fully
respected. We know that there are dozens of ruined, or semi-ruined,
mosques and Muslim cemeteries in Israel that Muslim movements and
associations seek to restore, and we suggest that the Government,
before initiating an unnecessary new mosque right in front of the Shrine
of the Annunciation, permit first of all Israeli Muslims to restore their
damaged religious heritage, and to take control directly — of the Muslim
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religious property now in Government hands.

We know that our Jewish friends would be deeply concerned about
the destructive effects that the Government decision for Nazareth could
have on the fruits of decades of hard work to build up and expand the
Jewish-Christian dialogue. We are therefore particularly confident in
appealing for support of Jewish religious leaders and Jewish
organizations, in Israel and worldwide.

We feel obliged to observe that, if some Israeli authorities abuse
their governmental powers to manipulate people’s religious sentiments,
to divide the population, to create conflict, to foment intolerant
fundamentalism, then they cannot credibly claim that they can be
trusted to respect any religion’s Holy Places in their jurisdiction, whether
in Nazareth or elsewhere. Indeed, we recall that UN General
Assembly Resolution 181(ll) of 29 November 1947 foresaw
international guarantees for all Holy Places throughout the Holy Land.
As the present case proves, such guarantees may now be more
necessary than ever.

Finally, we renew our appeal with a greater sense of urgency than
ever, to the Government of Israel to revoke a decision that may have
incalculable consequences on many levels, and we are asking all
Christians and Muslims throughout the world to join us in this effort, and
to do so now.

Patriarch Irenios I: Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

Patriarch Michel Sabbah: Latin Patriarchate

Patriarch Torkom II:  Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Partiarchate
Father Giovanni Battistelli: Custody of the Holy Land

Anba Abraham: Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate

Swerios Malki Mourad: Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate

Abba Cuostos: Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarchate

Paul Nabil Sayyah: Maronite Patriarchal Exarchate

Bishop Riah Abu Al-Assal: Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and

the Middle East
Bishop Mounib Younan: Lutheran Evangelical Church

Archimandrite Mtanious Haddad: Greek Catholic Patriarchal
Exarchate

Armenian Catholic Patriarchal
Exarchate

Andre Dikran Bedoghlyan:

Fr. Elias Tabban: Syrian Catholic Patriarchate

JERUSALEM - November 28, 2001



St. Francis University reaches out to
The Holy Land Foundation

Last year The Holy Land Foundation
and St. Francis University joined forces
to facilitate and to assist in the growing
concern of the Christian exodus in the
Holy Land among its student body and
faculty.  St. Francis University was the
first Franciscan educational institute in
the United States founded in 1847 by
the Third Order Regular of St. Francis
(TOR).

Rev. Christian R. Oravec, TOR, Ph.
D., President of St. Francis University
observed that “the Franciscan presence
in the Holy Land goes back to 1216,
when the first Franciscans arrived in
Palestine, and to the visit of St. Francis

Presentation of Jerusalem Cross: L-R Dr.
Stephen Rombouts, Registrar, Rev. Christian
Oravec, TOR, President, St. Francis

from the Holy Land including its causes and its
solutions. Fr. Oravec thanked him and stated
that the “Franciscan heritage in Palestine is
certainly worth preserving and supporting. |
know that our Alumni will find great
satisfaction in knowing that the work of the
Franciscans in the Holy Land reflects the same
Franciscan ideals, which we have always
cultivated here at St. Francis University.”

himself in 1220. In 1342, Pope University and Fr. Peter

Clement VI gave them the responsibility

of safeguarding Christian Holy sites in and
around Jerusalem, and ministering to the
needs of Christians.”  Father Christian
explained that St. Francis alumni would be
given an opportunity to receive regular
informative reports on conditions in the Holy
Land and about the work of the Franciscan
Friars who serve the Christian minority in that

region.

Dr. Stephen Rombouts, Registrar
for the university, set up an extensive
tour of the campus, its ministries, and
its personnel during Fr. Peter’s visit to
the campus in late October. Later at
a reception, Fr. Peter spoke about the
background of the Christian exodus

Development Office of St. Francis University: L-R Kirk
Dodson, Dir. of Public Relations & Marketing, Fr.
Peter and Raymond Ponchione, Dir. of Development

PLEDGE

YeS, | wish to help maintain and preserve our Christian presence in the Holy Land and support
The Holy Land Foundation with a gift of :

O $1000 O $500 0 $100 0 $50 0 $25 O Other $

O I wish to donate by credit card [J Visa  [J Master card (] American Express

Card Number Expiration Date /

Your contribution will be used to create scholarships and jobs, provide subsidized housing, and help restore the Tomb of Jesus
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. “Your plenty at the present time should supply their needs so that their
surplus may one day supply your needs, with equality as the result.”” (Il Corinthians, Chapter 8, Verse 14)
Please fill in the information and insert your check made payable to The Holy Land Foundation. Thank you & God bless you.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Telephone E-mail

O I'would like to receive The Holy Land Newsletter
O | am interested in making a gift in my will or estate. Please send me information.
Double your gift! Ask your employer about a matching gift program.

*In order to update our mailing list and save postage costs, please let us know if you are receiving multiple
copies of the newsletter or have changed your address.

A Christian exodus, unlike any in our history, is presently occurring
in the Holy Land.

In the middle of this century, 25 percent of the population of the
Holy Land was Christian. Today, it is less than three percent.
Specifically, out of more than six million, there are only 150,000
Christians now living in the Holy Land. This is a crucial situation,
demanding that we join together and take action before Christianity
ceases in the land where Christ founded His Church.

We need your help now! We hope and pray the Lord will touch
your hearts and that you will be able to play a role in helping preserve
and maintain our Christian presence, religious roots and heritage in the
Holy Land.

Please send your donations to:
The Holy Land Foundation
1400 Quincy Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
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Atlanta Chapter Hosts
The Holy Land Foundation Golf Tournament

On October 2, 2001 some sixty-five
participants signed up for the first Annual Golf
Tournament held in the Atlanta area at the
Chestatee Golf Club. The chairpersons for this
event were Tom Carroll and Michael Kane
together with the advisory committee of Karen
Carroll, Julie and Ed Wegener, Carol and
George Albright, and Tina and Dan Harlin.
Underwriters for this event were Greg Pines of
Brooklyn Café, Michael Kane and Associates, T.
C. Marketing Corporation, and Paper Affair, Inc.

At the buffet reception the winners of the
tournament were presented trophies. First place
went to Steve Masterpolo, second place to
Michael Rollauer, and third place to Patty Meiser.
Fr. Peter then thanked all of the participants, the
various committees and underwriters who made
this event so successful, and gave a brief

Contact the Foundation:

Tekton Ministries
910 Oakwood Trail
Indianapolis, IN 46260

Phone: (317) 726-1679 or
toll free (866) 905-3787
Fax: (317) 726-1675
E-mail:  info@theholylandfoundation.org

overview of the crisis that
Christians have been and
still are facing in the Holy
Land, namely their exodus.
Karen Carroll, the regional
representative for the Atlanta
Chapter of The Holy Land
Foundation, concluded the
event by also extending her
thanks and appreciation to
all, especially to those
golfers who came for the
tournament. “This
tournament is only a small
beginning and will grow as
yearly tournaments are
planned for the Georgia
region.”  She announced
that the proceeds for these
tournaments would provide
scholarship grants for the
needy and marginalized
Christian students in the Holy
Land.

Winners of the Tournament: L-R Steve Masterpolo, 2nd
place, Michael Rollauer, 1st place, Patti Miesel, 3rd place
with Fr. Peter

Advisory Committee for the Tournament: L-R Mr. & Mrs. E.
Wegener, Dan Harlin, Karen & Tom Carroll, Co-chair,
Lloyd Sutter, Michael Kane, Co-chair, Jennifer Rollauer,
Fr. Peter

The Holy Land Foundation
1400 Quincy Street, NE
sl o  Washington, DC 20017
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