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December 8, 2015
Opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy and Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Twenty-one years ago the Franciscan Foundation for the 
Holy Land was founded.  Twenty-one years of serving 
Holy Land Christians- children, young adults, families 
and elderly has given Christians in the Holy Land a 
reason to stay, rather than emigrate to find work and 
relief from the daily discrimination they often face in 
the Holy Land.

It has been a long time since we’ve been in contact, 
but we’d love to have you help us once again.  Without 
Christians in the Holy Land, the only major religion in the Holy Land that teaches forgiveness and 
seeks peace and unity will wither on the vine.  

“I wish to renew my heartfelt appreciation to the 
Franciscans of the Holy Land. These Franciscans are good! 

Their work and what they do is very beautiful!” 
~Pope Francis

The land where Christianity was born needs Christianity to save it from being destroyed.  As the 
popular media makes us all-too-aware, the threats facing Christians in the Holy Land are great.  
It is only logical that the support they need is even greater.  That’s why we’re reaching out to 
donors like yourself who we haven’t heard from in some time.  We need you back.  

Where do your donations go? Your donations to the FFHL are hard at work:

2 Homes for the Elderly
16 Terra Santa Schools
32 Boys at the Bethlehem Franciscan Boys Home
74 Pilgrimage Shrines 

100 Religious Vocations
261 University Scholarships Awarded
498 Homes Created or Renovated

1500+ Christian Jobs Created



During his pilgrimage to the Holy Land in April of 2014, Pope Francis was deeply touched by his 
experience of the Christians living in the Holy Land.  Upon his return, he not only affirmed their 
efforts to work for a peaceful existence, but he also encouraged all Christians to remain close 
to them.

“On this pilgrimage, which was a true grace of the Lord, I 
wished to bring a word of hope, but I also received one in 
return! I received it from so many brothers and sisters who 
hope ‘against all hope’ (Rom 4:18), amid such suffering, like 
those who… are discriminated against and scorned on account 
of their faith in Christ. Let us continue to stay close to them! 
Let us pray for them and for peace in the Holy Land and 
throughout the Middle East.”

Will you heed the Pope’s encouragement?  Will you help the Holy 
Land Franciscans as they work tirelessly to meet the many needs of 
Christians in the Holy Land this year? 

We don’t just want you back, we need you back.  

Please, visit our website at www.ffhl.org to make your secure donation today!

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year,

Fr. Peter Vasko, ofm
President, FFHL


